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. . .but what is 

CIVIL DISCOURSE?

Civil means 
related to people and 
their concerns, it also 

means courteous 
and polite.

Civil discourse is 
productive dialogue that 

allows people to listen to 
differing opinions, state 
their own in a respectful 
way, and reach a mutual 

understanding.

Discourse is 
written or spoken 

communication 
or debate.
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the next
time...
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To be continued….
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etc.

discussion emotional

argument
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Facts!



In civil discourse, 
everyone deserves 
to be treated with 

respect and 
dignity

 Each person is 
entitled to their own 

opinion, but that’s not 
an excuse to say 
hurtful things.
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Civil discourse is not a 
competition. You are trying 
to understand, not win.



To be continued…

I approve 
this message

AnchorageYouthVote.org
LWVAnchorage.org

A message from Anchorage Youth Vote; an initiative 

of The League of Women Voters Anchorage.



etc.

emotionaldiscussion

argument

Last
time...

A message from Anchorage Youth Vote; an initiative of The League of Women Voters Anchorage.



A message from Anchorage Youth Vote; an initiative of The League of Women Voters Anchorage.



A message from Anchorage Youth Vote; an initiative of The League of Women Voters Anchorage.



A message from Anchorage Youth Vote; an initiative of The League of Women Voters Anchorage.

I don’t like 
being called 

names.
May I finish 
my point?

It hurts my 
feelings.
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I’m out!

Hey!
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Can you show me 
evidence to support 

your statement?

I’m not sure I 
understand, can 

you clarify?
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I hear you.

I understand.
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Ommmm...



healthy 
dialogue should 
not divide us.
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Let’s do 
this!

The end.
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Click the above image to be taken to the Youth Voter Toolkit 
 

  

https://www.anchorageyouthvote.org/youth-voter-toolkit


 
 

Click here to view the Anchorage Youth Vote “Adventures in Civil Discourse” video 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFkWoZuL9Y/WqYIrKJG09kL3B8Fc9DDrQ/watch?
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